UNICEF Evaluation Office: June 2019

Formative Evaluation of the Out-Of-School Children Initiative (OOSCI)

A formative evaluation of 00SCI was commissioned in 2017 to obtain an independent appraisal of the progress that governments have made to enact policies and
implement solutions designed to reduce the number of out-of-school children.
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SUMMARY GLOBAL FACTS AND FIGURES

Of the 63 million out-of-school children of primary school age:
¢ More than half live in sub-Saharan Africa;
¢ 27 million of them live in conflict zones;

¢ 5 million more girls of primary school age than boys are out of school (34.3 million girls versus

29.1 million

boys).

In response to the challenges of the vast numbers of children not being able to attend school ,
UNICEF partnered with the Global Partnership for Education (GPE) to launch the Out-of-School
Children Initiative (OOSCI) in 2010. OOSCI is a data-driven approach to increase school enroliment
and completion by formerly excluded children through:

¢ Developing comprehensive profiles of 00SC;

e Linking the profiles to barriers that lead to exclusion;
e Identifying, promoting and helping governments implement policies, strategies and budgets to
overcome those barriers.

The findings of OOSCI studies in various countries prompted changes including expanding the
partnership base, greater skill-building and strengthening programmatic elements such a policies
and strategies.
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Number of children out of school.
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Percentage of children that have dropped out of school.
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Percentage of children that will start school later.
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aAR Percentage of children that will never enter school.

UNESCO Institute for Statistics: http://uis.unesco.org/apps/visualisations/oosci-data-tool/index-en.html#en/cover

GLOBAL STATISTICS ON OUT-OF-SCHOOL CHILDREN

BARRIERS AND GLOBAL STATISTICS ON OUT-OF-SCHOOL CHILDREN

Economic Background

Personal Physical Characteristics
School Accessibility

Household Characteristics
Personal Cognitive Characteristics
Vulnerability of Child

Parents' Background

Safety and Security Concerns
Cultural Background

Language of Instruction

School Culture/Rules of Behavior

Personal History

0 10

. Very Low . Low ‘ High ‘ Very High

THEORY OF CHANGE
REVISED THEORY OF CHANGE

INPUTS
AND

| STRATEGIES : |

-

Statistical
technigues

To analyse
household
survey data
= often from
DHS or MICS =
using tha five
dimansions
af exclusion

Assured
country
buy-in and
ownership

Application
of the MoRES

Ta
systamatically
identify
“barriers” that
gither keep
children out of
school ar push
out those whao
have already
anrolled

TECHNMICAL
P AND
‘MANAGEMENT
SUPPORT

w

Training from
UMNICEF and LNS
on DOSCI study

methadologies
and procedures
both through
training
workshops
(global and
regional)
and quality
assurance
[reviews and
feadback)

Support
through
international
and local
consultants

20 30

DATA
AND
EVIDENCE
BASE

Profiles
af O0S5C

Recammendations

ldantification
of barriars

40 50

4

Intermediate : |

Outcomes

.....i rEr e

Attitude

Discourse

Procedures

Financing

Behawviours

70 80

OUTCOMES

Outcomes

Change in
Mational
Sactor Plans

and practices at
country level

Economic, social and/or political reasons why children may not be attending school.

90 100

Global and
Regional

w

Broader debates

an education

Contributions to
i Change in actions

the Sustainable
Development
Goal 4

: Broader advocacy
. work to highlight
| the issue of QOSC
- within the context

of SDG 4

Outcomes |

WHAT IS THE LIKELIHOOD OF CHILDREN ATTENDING
SCHOOL IN DIFFERENT REGIONS?
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WHO ARE UNICEF'S PARTNERS?
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Government entities: Ministry of Education, social development
ministries/department, planning departments, sub-national entities and
foreign/donors.

Civil society: International INGOS, NGOs, CBOs.

Global entities: UN bodies/agencies, development banks and transnational
Institutions.

Private sector/Parastatals: Universities, research Institutes, public authorities and
national banks.

EVALUATION OF ACHIEVEMENTS OF OOSCI OBJECTIVES AND RECOMMENDATIONS

ACHIEVEMENT OF OOSCI OBJECTIVES (%)

The assessments of implementers on whether OOSCI objectives were achieved.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Revise the OOSCI Theory of Change to cover all levels of education, while

maintaining a focus on pre-primary level.

Expand technical capabilities for effective implementation and comprehensive

monitoring.

Re-orient the methodological framework towards the entire basic education
cycle, while also targeting key vulnerable groups.

Expand OOSCI partner base to make it inclusive while maintaining focus on
results. Engage partners to find strategies to implement policies and attract

resources to assure sustainability of implementation.

Support governments while also assembling partners that have a clear

potential to bring new ideas and/or offer new entry points.

Strengthen programmatic elements to yield evaluable information about

OOSCI contribution to reduction of the number of out-of-school children.

To access the full report: https://www.unicef.org/evaldatabase/index_102939.html
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